CHINA INCIDENT
access to the facts. Foreign magazines, such as the Reader's Digest^
are carefully stripped by the censors of all offensive articles before
delivery-, if delivery takes place at all. Until they themselves go
abroad, or talk with Japanese returned from abroad, they have no
sources whatever from which to learn the truth. And the truth is
sickening.
PRESENTING THE PRESIDENT'S BILL OF
PARTICULARS TO JAPAN
(Record of Oral Statement left with Prince Konoye)
October 3, 1938
I am calling on Your Excellency Prince Konoye as Minister for
Foreign Affairs in order briefly to discuss a subject in which the
President of the United States is deeply interested.
Well knowing how busy is Your Excellency, I do not wish to bother
you with too many details, and I shall therefore confine myself to
discussing this subject .on general lines and include such details as
are necessary in the form of a note to be delivered later at the Foreign
Office.
The subject to which I refer has to do with the relations between
Japan and the United States, with special consideration of the situa-
tion of American interests in China.
I have had many conferences on this general subject with former
Ministers, especially Mr. Hirota and General Ugaki, who have
repeatedly given me precise and definite assurances that American
interests in China would be respected and that the principle of the
Open Door and equal opportunity would be steadily maintained.
The American Government to its regret is constrained to observe
that violation of American rights and interests, including violation
of the principle of the Open Door, has nevertheless persisted.
In the light of the situation which I am now reviewing, the President
of the United States asks that the Japanese Government implement
its assurances already given with regard to the maintenance of the
Open Door and to non-interference with American rights by taking
prompt and effective measures to rectify the situation which I am
about to explain.
On April 12, 1938, I asked the Foreign Minister for assurances
that the Japanese Government would not countenance financial
measures discriminating against American trade in North China;
although the Foreign Minister stated that the Japanese Government
would continue to support the principle of the Open Door, no specific
reply has yet been made to my representations.
^ The American Government now learns that the Japanese authori-
ties have in effect established an exchange control at Tsingtao,
exercising discretionary authority to prohibit exports unless export
bilk are $ojd to the Yokohama Specie Bank, the bank refusing to

